[Auranofin in the treatment of chronic polyarthritis. Results of an open multicenter study].
Auranofin (Ridaura SK and F 39 162) was tested in an open multicenter study with regard to its anti-inflammatory effect in 166 patients suffering from rheumatoid arthritis. The time for treatment lasted for one or two years. The therapeutic effect of the drug was judged by its influence on pain, joint swelling, morning stiffness, grip strength, blood-sedimentation rate and rheumatoid factor etc. The serum gold concentration was measured regularly. With Auranofin the majority of the patients achieved a lasting improvement of the condition. The therapeutical effect was observed gradually. Side-effects were frequent but removal from the therapy was rare. Most of the side-effects were diarrhea, rash, pruritus and conjunctivitis. Regular laboratory controls revealed in some cases toxic organic reactions.